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Questions Asked By Presbyteries 
For Ordination Of 

Ministers In The Southern 
Presbyterian Church 


(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to 
be the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 


(2) Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and 
the Catechisms of this Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught _ 
in the Holy Scriptures; and do you further promise that if at any time 
you find yourself out of accord with any of the fundamentals of this sys- 
tem of doctrine, you will on your own initiative make known to your Pres- 
bytery the change which has taken place since the assumption of this 


ordination vow? 


(6) Do you promise to be zealous and faithful in maintaining the 
truths of the Gospel and the purity and peace of the Church, whatever 


persecution or opposition may arise unto you on that account? 


—Book of Church Order, Par. 140. 
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Christ Our Peace 


Christ is our Peace toward God. Adam stood 
for man and by his sin separated man from God 
and drew down on man the wrath of His Maker. 
In Christ God reconciled the world unto Himself. 
He graciously did this by making Him Who knew 
no sin to be sin for us. Christ was made a curse for 
us, so that we are reconciled by His death, justified 
by His blood, and saved from the wrath through 
Him. He is the propitiatory sacrifice or the mercy- 
seat expiating our sin and guilt before God. Ac- 
cordingly, when we come in Him we have peace 
with God. We who were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ. We, who are sinners and rebels 
in ourselves, are forgiven children: woh in Him, 
our elder Brother. 


When Christ reconciled us to God, He acted for 


both Jew and Gentile. On the Cross He slew the 


enmity of the two that He might make of the twain 
one new man, so making peace. The Jew had posi- 
tion and prestige under the old theocracy and may 
well have stood in pride above the godless Gentiles. 
But in the Gospel everyone is saved by the grace of 
God and on the ground of the work of Christ. 
Whether one boasts four generations of Presbyterian 
elders, or is a bum just snatched by regenerating 
grace from the gutter—each is a fellow citizen 
with the saints and of the household of God—a 
part of the holy temple in the Lord—a habitation 
of God in the Spirit. No one has any ground of 
boasting in Himself. Each hymns the saving grace 
of God, each boasts a Saviour slain. 


Now this Christ, who is our Peace toward God 
and our peace toward man, came and preached 
peace to those afar off and to those nigh. (Eph. 
2:17). That is, through the preaching of His own 
Word, Jesus Christ is preaching to men, near and 
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far, Be ve reconciled to God—and to one another, 
He, the peace-maker, is our Peace. We are called 
to find our peace not in the Status quo and not in 
the rush for change—but in Him. ‘ ‘My peace I give 
unto you, not as the world giveth, give I unto you 
—let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.” In the anxieties and changes, i in the hurdy- 
gurdy and turmoil of the day may we find our deep 
abiding peace in HIM. And in that inward or up- 
ward peace which He gives the heart, let us meet 
the problems of the Church, the home, the school, 
and the world. —_W.C.R. 


You Too Can Help 


The action of the General Assembly in sending 
the plan of union down to the Presbyteries for their 
vote has produced a remarkable and unexpected 
effect in this Journal office. 


Many people, from whom we have never heard 
before, have written, phoned and wired in to prom- 
ise their cooperation and support. 


We have always been dependent on the financial 


3 help of a large number of people, most of them of 


modest means, who have believed in the witness we 
have tried to bear for an evangelical Christian faith. 


_ At this time, as never before, we solicit first of 
all your prayers. We need the grace and the wisdom 
which God alone can give. We need His protection 
from the pit-falls of Satan. We need spiritual in- 
sight and holy boldness. We need — hearts 
and cool heads. | 


Also, as you pray for this work we ask you to 
consider helping by your means, as God may direct 
you to give. As never before we need financial help. 
God has never failed us and we have every. con- 
fidence that as we stay close to Him the finanets 
will be forthcoming. It may be you can and s 
help. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


|| 


NAL 


Certainly you can pray for us. If you can also 
give, please make your checks payable to “The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal.’’ Any such gifts 
are deductible for tax purposes. 

Above all else, PLEASE PRAY. 


Take Care 


The action of the General Assembly, recom- 
mending the cessation of segregation at all levels 
in the church, is one, the implementation of which 
will require great wisdom and Christian grace. It 
is possible for the enthusiasts in this matter to pre- 
cipitate most difficult situations by unwise action. 

Also, and this is a point we have not yet heard 
raised, there is a great difference between abolishing 
segregation as a Christian principle and imposing 
non-segregation. ‘The latter could prove both un- 
Christian and utterly unrealistic. | 

To be specific: it would be possible to try to 
impose non-segregation in both institutions and con- 
gregations where such a problem should not nor- 
mally arise. The.planting of individuals to institute 
a new pattern of social relationships would, in our 
judgment, constitute an unwarranted and unChris- 
tian interference with a delicate and potentially dis- 


-ruptive situation. 


After writing the above we learned of a Chris- 
tian conference here in Western North Carolina 
where at the present time Negro boys and girls and 
white boys and girls are being deliberately paired 
off together, a Negro boy and a white girl, or a 
white boy with a Negro girl, for the playing of 
games and for square dancing. 

We can only protest that such, in the name of 
Christianity, is a gross injustice to these young peo- 
ple and a travesty on planned Christian conduct. 


—L.N.B. 


Destruction Through 


Consultation 


The Saturday Evening Post is certainly one of 
our best secular magazines and its publishers admit 
some moral responsibilities to the public, something 
rare in these days. They will not accept or publish 
any advertisements of liquor, and we honor them 
for this stand. 

Also, as one reads the editorials in this magazine 
one is conscious. of a sense of international respon- 
sibility which goes far beyond partisan politics at 
home. Furthermore, it is a regrettable fact that one 


sees in many of these editorials a far higher under- 


standing of world problems than is to be found in 
the average Church publication. 

We wish to quote parts of two editorials to bol- 
ster this assertion: 

“It seems to take the free world an uncon- 
scionably long time to discover that the rules 
and conventions of traditional diplomacy do 
not apply in dealings with the Soviet Union.” 
May 22nd,—“How Polite Must We Be To 
The Soviet Spy Ring?” 

“All over the country nowadays the com- 
munists are busy in a vast and silent infiltra- 
tion, moving skilfully into a wide variety of 
local, regional and national groups. No pro- 
Moscow operations bubble up from their 
plausible lips. They appear to be sincere, hard- 
working liberals, eager for the success of the 
organizations in which they have become ac- 
tive, including unions, parent-teacher organiza- 
tions, Democratic clubs, and in a few cases 
even Republican clubs.” 


Here are Communist Party Na- 
tional Chairman William Z. Foster’s own 
words: - - - - ‘orientate the country on the 


basis of a friendly live-and-let-live coexistence 
with the Soviet Union.’ June 5th, — ‘The 


Communists Yearn For That ‘United Front’. 
It is the philosophy expressed above which is, in our 
judgment, America’s most deadly danger. This 
philosophy is popular in political circles; it is being 
advised by Church Councils and Assemblies; and, it 
can prove the philosophy which will destroy Amer- 
ica. 

Surely Christians should recognize Communism 
for what it really is. It embodies the very spirit of 
the anti-Christ. It- is the avowed enemy of the 
Church; the very antithesis of that which is good 
and right. Neither Christians nor governments 
which obtain in so-called Christian countries should 
temporize with it for one minute. a 


This does not mean that the answer is to be 
found in open warfare, that is a last resort. But it 
does mean that because of its very nature we should 
have nothing to do with it. It is this temporizing 
with, this meeting across council tables, this sug- 
gesting modes of proceedure to, this recognition of 
communist governments, which sickens the hearts of 
right-thinking men and women under their despotic 
control and weakens their ability and will to resist 
their oppressors. __ 

The very least that we should do is to abandon 
all diplomatic relations with and recognition of 
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Communist regimes and their agents and representa- 
tives. 


By this ostracizing of communism it is probable 
that a death blow to its world-wide influence might 
be struck. Too simple? Well, our present course is 
increasing the power and influence of world com- 
munism every day that it continues. 


We might change our policies and gain immeas- 
urably in doing so. —L.N.B. 


The Value Of A 
Theological Education 


(Address given by J. P. McCallie at the Com- 
mencement, at Temple Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Chattanooga, Tenn., Friday, May 14, 1954.) 


Theology is the greatest of all the various 
branches of learning, for in its most general sense 
it is the knowledge of God, or of Christianity, or of 
the Bible and its revelation of God’s Will for man. 


Astronomy is the noblest of the natural sciences 
and theology may be called the noblest of the super- 
natural sciences. 


I have been a student of both and, though a lay- 
man, I have preached nearly as much as my two 
preacher brothers and my preacher father, for I 
have been teaching the Word of God in school and 
out of school since I was 17 years old, or now for 
some 58 years. 


I first began my study of theology on a pallet 
in front of my father’s pulpit, for my mother taught 
the ladies’ Bible class and with sixteen babies, she 
would not have done much teaching if she had not 
brought us to church very early in life. And then 
at the family altar morning and evening in my 
home the Bible was read and either father or 
mother raised their voices in prayer to God. God 
was a real person to us boys and one of the most 
effective means of discipline in my home was on my 
knees at the horsehair sofa in the parlor, with my 
mother’s arm around my shoulders, as she told God 
some of the things I did not want Him to know 
about me. | 


The memorization of scripture, great verses, 
psalms, hymns, and especially of the child’s cate- 
chism and the Shorter Catechism, which for the life 
of me I could never understand why they called 
“shorter” for there were 107 questions and answers 
in it—all this had a deep effect upon me. As a result, 
in my school for these many years our motto has 
been the answer to the first question in this catchism, 
which is, “What is the chief end of man?” The 
answer is twelve words that sound like scripture, 
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
Him forever,” and this motto, on a mahogany 
plaque, hangs in ‘our school Study Hall, over the 
platform. 


My father taught me to read great biographies 
and good books, such as D’Aubigne’s History of the 
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Reformation, William Carey, David Livingstone, 
John G. Paton, Mackay of Uganda, Stanley's 
Through Darkest Africa, George Mueller, Charles 
G. Finney, Dwight Moody, and then my father’s 
excellent theological library I inherited. I have his 
Dean Alford’s Greek New Testament Commentary 
in four volumes, which he read through many times, 
and which I have read through and often consult; 
Owen’s Sermons, and Matthew Henry’s Commen- 


tary, C. H. M.’s Commentaries on the Penteteuch, | 


Kellog’s Leviticus, the works of Philip Mauro, of 
Gaebelein, of Ironsides, of Torrey, and James Gray; 
of Barnhouse, yes of John Rice and Lee Roberson, 
of Cierpke and Salstrand, too. I have my father’s 
Hodge’s Systematic Theology and Shedd’s Dog- 
matic Theology. Among the books, or authors, that 
have meant much to me in recent years are Bernard’s 
“Progress of Doctrine in the New ‘Testament,” 
Erich Sauer’s two volumes on the Old Testament 
and the New Testament, Wilbur Smith’s “There- 
fore, Stand,” Machen’s volumes, James Orr’s “The 
Virgin Birth,” Calvin’s great commentaries, and 
now the new, one-volume commentary of Dr. Fran- 
cis Davidson, printed by Eerdman’s. The reading 
of good books is one of the greatest boons that can 
come to man on this earth, especially books about 
God’s Word and God’s men. Next to a good an- 
cestry, which, unfortunately, a man has no oppor- 
tunity to control, a good library and attentive read- 
ing, which a man can control, unless he is a radio 
and a TV addict, will develop one in the knowl- 
edge of the Lord as no other thing in this world. 


These theologians love to call the various sub- 
jects in theology by big, high sounding names, such 
as Soteriology for salvation, Anthropology for na- 
ture of man, Eschatology for second coming and its 
accompaniment of the Last Times. 


Immanuel Kant, the great German philosopher, 
indicated that man can know only what comes to 
him through his five senses, hearing, seeing, smell- 
ing, tasting, and touching, and, since God cannot 
be known by any of these, man cannot really know 
God. But the Lord Jesus indicates otherwise. He 
said, “This is life eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent.” To really know God is everlasting 
life and it can only come from knowing the Lord 


Jesus Christ, Whom He hath sent. “He that hath 


seen me hath seen the Father,” Jesus told Philip. 


And all this we can get only from the Bible. There- 
fore, our attitude towards the Bible is all-important. 
Through it alone can we know God, and if our 
idea of the Bible is perverted and inadequate, so 
will our knowledge of God be, so will our theology 
be perverted. 


The Germans, by their rationalistic philosophy 
and higher critical methods, have brought about a 
perverted view of the Bible and therefore, of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and of God, known as liberalism 
and modernism, and a near relation known now as 
Neo-orthodoxy or Barthianism, from Karl Barth, 
the now living Swiss theologian. All these regard 
the fundamentalist viewpoint as too literalistic; to 
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regar' the Bible as inerrant and infallible is to 
them very unscholarly and unscientific. If regard- 
ing heaven and hell as real places of abode for the 
saved and the lost is unscientific and lacking in criti- 
cal discernment, I would rather make the mistake 
of ta’ ing the- Bible literally in such matters and 
later inding out that it was only a figurative ex- 
pressi n than to spiritualize them away as practical- 
ly no::-existent, only to find out they were real. I 
have :othing to lose by taking God at His Word 
in H:; holy book; in fact, much to gain of blessed 
assure:1ce, real authority, and wonderful hope; but 
to rui: scripture out by higher critical methods and 
then ind in the hereafter that God meant exactly 
what He said would prove loss indeed, yes, the los 
of eternal life. , 


W):at I like about this Theological Seminary is 
that it believes the Bible, the whole Bible is the 
inspired word of God and worthy of all confidence 
and e:rnest study and devoted obedience. I like also 
that i: is looking for the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and believes 
in the blessed hope as man’s only real assurance of 
Peace in this world. It believes the word of our 
Lord that man is a hopeless sinner, unable to save 
himself and desperately in need of a Saviour; and 
that that Saviour is Jesus Christ, through whose 
shed blood, by faith in Him, we can be born again 
and have all our sins washed away and become the 


children of God. 


Yes, this Presbyterian elder believes that theology, 
if it means the true knowledge of God through His 
Blessed Word, both written and Incarnate, is the 
most impértant knowledge in the world, and should 
show man what his duty is towards God and to- 


wards man and make this life here on earth the : 


beginning of heaven. 


London Campaign— 
Aftermath 


The reports of the London Campaign appearing 
in this Journal for some weeks and the personal 
reports from Harringay, which have appeared in 
the last three issues, have brought such an unusual 
number of letters and comments of appreciation 
that we feel constrained to give one additional re- 
port based on a large number of newspaper and 
religious press reports which have come to hand. 


“When the Archbishop of Canterbury appeared 
on the platform at Wembley and made the final 
prayer and pronounced the benediction, that was a 
miracle,’ so declared a minister deeply versed in 
the history and polity of the Church of England. 
But, the Archbishop’s remark, as he left Wembley, 
was even more significant: “This is the beginning 
of a new day in Britain,” he is reported to have 
said. ‘I'wo days later he ended a rather extended 
appreciative evaluation of the London Campaign 
with these significant words: “Dr. Graham has 
taught us all to begin again at the beginning in our 
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evangelism, and to speak by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, of sin and of righteousness and of judgment 
to come.” 


The day following the closing of the campaign, 
when 187,000 heard Mr. Graham, he went to Ox- 
ford University and spoke to over 2,000 students. 
Because the church, which was supposed to seat 
only 900, was hopelessly packed, Mr. Graham, at 
the conclusion of his message, told the students he 
would retire for 10 minutes after which he would 
return and asked only those who were willing to 
make a complete surrender and commitment to 
Christ to remain. When he returned over 200 stu- 
dents were waiting and after a clear and careful 
outlining of what he was asking them to do the 
entire group stood to make their decision for Him. 


Among the many invitations to return to Great 
Britain, including an official one from the General 
Assembly of Scotland, none are more significant 
than the official invitations to return to Cambridge 
and Oxford for extended campaigns. Already, in 
these two institutions, over 600 men have accepted 
Christ through Mr. Graham’s ministry. 


Another significant statement has come from 
Mr. John Henderson,‘ Member of Parliament from 
Glasgow. Mr. Henderson states that Mr. Graham’s 
influence on both the House of Lords and the 
House of Commons has been tremendous. Some 
members have accepted Christ, others who were 
already Christians have admitted their Christian 
responsibility in the seat of government. 


The June issue of Intelligence Digest devotes 
the first eight of its twenty-four pages to the Lon- 
don Campaign and its effects and implications. 
Probably never before has a secular magazine, or 
digest of that type, so completely committed itself 
to a Christian movement. One incisive observation 
of the editor is as follows: “In our opinion, Britain 
is, therefore, hovering on the verge of a choice be- 
tween full acceptance of the whole supernatural 
concept (as preached by Dr. Graham), and an ag- 
nosticism sometimes accompanied by ethical aspira- 
tions, but more often anarchial.” - - - “This pub- 


lication frankly comes out for Dr. Graham, and — 


believes that an historic and appointed awakening 
is imminent.” 


Speaking of the political implications of Mr. 
Graham’s messages, and the impact of the London 
Campaign, this same editor says that the sermons 
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at Harringay left no room for complacency for 
either the Socialist or the Conservative, and ended 
with this significant observation: “In fact, we are 
all of us faced by a revolutionary challenge; and 
most of us—if we accept it—must alter our ideas 
over a whole range of things.” 


It is probable that, as a class, the elite were 
reached more than the working people, although 
thousands of the latter made public profession of 
faith in Christ. Strange to say though, the challenge 
of, and response to, the messages reached that upper 
stratum of society which usually does not even deign 
to attend a religious service. On the Monday night 
after the close of the campaign a dinner was given 
Mr. and Mrs. Graham and members of the team at 
the Dorchester Hotel. The London Times recorded 
the event in the exclusive ‘Court Calendar” column 
and the list of guests read like a part of the Corona- 
tion program. Many of those present had given 
their hearts to Christ at Harringay. 


While of little significance in the courts of 
Heaven, this influence, reaching right up into the 
Palace itself, can have a miglity effect on the future 
of Britain. 


In closing we would quote from an American 
newspaper man who rode from Wembley in the 
bus which took the team back to their hotel: ‘“‘As 
the team’s private bus inched through the milling 
crowd on the way back to Stratford Court, Billy 
Graham stood in the aisle and said: ‘I want all of 
us to bow our heads right now and give thanks to 
God for all that He has done. This is His doing 
and let none fail to give Him all of the credit.’ 
Only moments before the young man had stood be- 
fore 120,000 with the Word of God in his hand, in 
his head and in his heart. He now stood with bowed 
head, just another sinner saved by grace. A few 
seconds after the end of the prayer, Bev Shea began 
to sing softly, ‘Praise God, from Whom all bless- 
ings flow.’ Others took up the words and the song 
grew in volume as the bus passed along through 
the quiet streets.” —L.N.B. 


— | 


From a Virginia Elder: 


(Enclosing $5.00 to pay for subscriptions going 
to two sons) “Your paper is the best thing in 
print, except The Word.” 


Change Of Address 


_ Rev. Robert D. Bedinger, D.D., Mrs. R. D. 
Bedinger, Miss Martha R. Bedinger, from 2800 
N. 19th St., Bessemer, Ala., to 1424 46th St., 
Belview Heights, W. Birmingham, Ala. 
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From an “Elect Lady” in Mississippi: 


Enclosed find check for $5.00. Please send us the 
splendid Journal for the next two years. We are 
deeply grateful for the privilege of the leadership 
of the consecrated men on your staff here in our 
own home. May God bless you in your efforts to 
serve Him, and in the work you are doing to pre- 
serve our Southern Church. 


RRR 
From a Texas Doctor and his wife: 


Thank you for all the information and inspira- 
tion we have received through the Journal. 


From a Tennesseean: 


May God bless you in your tireless efforts to 
keep our Church a “Continuing Church” in faith 
and doctrine. Our prayers are with you. 


Welsh, La., June 1, 1954. 


Southern Presbyterian Journal, 


Weaverville, N. C. 
Gentlemen: 


I became a member of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church 44 years ago. I have kept informed about 
the issues which came in with the Federal, now the 
National Council of Churches. Whether the South- 
ern Church does or does not join the Union, not 
a dime more of my tithe will be to any cause with 
which the National Council is connected, in any 
way. Until I am convinced that I can control my 
contributions accordingly, I will withhold all con- 
tributions. | have made up my mind. I hope other 
thousands of members will do likewise. 


—B. L. Orvis, Elder. 


Note: If the Southern church joins the Union, 
I will not be part of the Union which will be 
dominated by the National Council. I hope thou- 
sands of others will do likewise. We must get rid 
of the National Council. We don’t need a political 
action committee like the Council. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 


My Personal Experience 
With Church Unions 


I was born in Lebanon, Tennessee, and lived there 
until I married. It was a college town—Cumber- 
land University being situated there and my father 
taught in this University for 50 years and I gradu- 
ated from this College with A.B., M.A. and Ph.D. 
degrees and taught Chemistry in the same College 
three years. It was the College of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church and had Liberal Arts, Law 
and Theological departments. I was in a position 
to know the many distinguished graduates of this 
famous institution. | 
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My father, though a scientist, was an active 
churchman and not only attended meetings of Pres- 
byteries, Synods and General Assemblies, but for 
years edited the Sunday School literature of the 
Cumberland Church and was its representative on 
the International Sunday School Lesson Commit- 
tee. It was his suggestion that they adopt graded 
lessons for the Sunday Schools and the first ones 
ever used were planned by him. When the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church united with the Presby- 
teria) U.S.A. Church he was automatically dropped 
from the Committee as the other church was repre- 
sented on the Committee. 


At the time of this union my father was strongly 
in favor of union and naturally I was too. The 
Cumberland Church was not a large or strong 
church—and Cumberland University needed finan- 
cial and moral support badly. This was promised 
us by the U.S.A. Church. Then since they had 
revised their Confession of Faith and there seemed 
to be little difference between the churches Union 
was thought advisable—and it took place. 


I vividly remember the troubles this caused—the 
families that were divided—my father’s sisters and 
their families stayed in the Cumberland church—as 
did my husband’s father though his uncle, a minis- 
ter, went into the U.S.A. church. I remember the 
hurt feelings, the law suits over the church prop- 
erty, the failure of the U.S.A. church to help Cum- 
berland University—they even moved the Theo- 
logical Seminary to Cincinnati and it was absorbed 
by Lane Seminary. We lost our identity, our church 
property, our University as it later folded up for 
lack of support. We gained nothing—only member- 
ship in a larger, more liberal church, which in later 
vears we found was not like we thought it would 
be in creed or policies. 


For many years we belonged to and attended a 
Presbyterian U.S.A. church here in Chattanooga, 
mainly because my husband’s uncle was its pastor. 
The church struggled to exist, and when he retired 
a new pastor arrived—a very smart young man but 
one so liberal and unorthodox that we simply had 
to leave his church—as did so many others for the 
same reason. This church was disbanded and the 


members scattered into other churches. 


Our family joined the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
and for over twenty years we have been very happy 
and satisfied in this church—we felt we had found 
the right church and we have been so very proud of 
the fine record that it has made—of its deep spiri- 
tuality, its generous contributions to Missions and 
ALL church projects. We have been satisfied with 
its government, its fundamental creed and its. de- 
— membership of Southern people like our- 
Selves. 


Words cannot express my regret, and my aston- 
ishhment, over the action of the recent General As- 
sembly at Montreat and my sorrow that I must 


JUNE 16, 1954 


~ not be confined to any one section. 


go through another period of “Union agitation.” 
I KNOow by my own experience what it will mean— 
I am a burned child and I dread this fire—which 
will mean the extermination of the Southern Pres- 


byterian Church U.S. 


Having had the personal experience of going 
through a union of churches, I beg of all those who 
read this article, to fight with all the strength they 
have to keep our Southern Church unified and in- 
tact. Fight to preserve peace in the church and save 
the land. Save our church and children. 


—Kate H. Steele. 


The Editor: 


I want to take a moment to congratulate you and 
Dr. Bell and the others with you for the excellent 
church paper that you have been putting into the 
hands of the Presbyterian public each week. 


I have followed the Journal since its inception, 
being in accord with its statement of faith and 
in sympathy with its major objectives. But let me 
say that you are putting out a much finer paper 
now than at any previous time. I am delighted that 
you give so much space and emphasis to the positive 
and cohesive elements of our confession, even while 
you cannot in good faith keep silent on issues which 
are perforce divisive and distressing to us all. 


May | say that I have a number of friends whose 
sympathies do not lie as naturally along the lines of 
Journal emphases and who in years past have tend- 
ed to smile indulgently at your efforts, who are 
today reading the Journal regularly and thought- 
fully. Perhaps it is because they have grown in 
stature (God grant that we may all continue doing 
so,) but I think that it is also because the Journal — 
has grown! 


God bless you in your further efforts. Don’t let 
them take ecumenicity away from the conservative 
wing of the Church! In the truly vital relation- 
ships we are often more ecumenical than they are! 
I thank God that I’d rather be a good Christian 
than a good Presbyterian (although to date I have 
not found the two categories incompatible), and 
I’m not prevented by my confession from being a 
brother of every other individual who loves the 


Lord Jesus! 


If you can help to safeguard the weightier Chris- 
tian virtues of love and forbearance and humility, 
even in the face of anger and misrepresentation and 
stigmatization, so that the Southern Church can 
emerge from its conflict free of the scarring effects 
which so marred the effectiveness of the Bible Pres- 
byterian Church, it may well be that a continuing 


Church may be found worthy of a destiny that can- 
—W.R. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends. 
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Can Two Walk Together 


Except They Be Agreed? 


By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


Editor’s Note: The number of requests for copies 
of Dr. Taylor’s address before the Ninety-Fourth 
General Assembly has been considerable. The 
Journal, consequently, is -printing herewith this 
analysis of the doctrinal deficiencies of the Plan of 
Union. At the end of his address, Dr. Taylor has 
added, for purposes of this printing, his analysis of 
the basic differences separating us 
who differ in this matter. 


Fathers and Brethren: 


My interest in the matter of the union of the 
three major Presbyterian bodies grows out of a 
deep concern for the vitality and effectiveness of a 
certain clear, theological and evangelical position 
which I believe is represented by the church to 
which I now belong. And it is because I believe 
that the proposed union will strike at the doctrinal 
position of this church and thus weaken the strength 
and effectiveness of its evangelical witness, that I 
find myself taking this stand against the proposed 
union. Others may find other points of disagree- 
ment. But I take my stand because the Plan of 
Union makes significant changes in the creed of the 
church in those vital points of contact where the 
church’s theology touches its leadership and where 
the church’s theology touches its members. 


Now some may object that this is impossible. ‘The 
Confession of Faith—they will say—under the 
Plan of Union remains untouched and entire. That 
is true. The Confession does persevere in its historic 
integrity. And that is why it is all the more sig- 
nificant that in the Book of Church Order: in the 
Sacraments and Ordinances of the church—at the 
point where the Confession of Faith makes its ap- 
pearance at the level of the congregation—the dam- 
age to our doctrinal foundations has occurred. 


The average member of the church does not read 
the Confession. Few ministers have read it often. 
But the people do see the doctrinal stones of the 
church when the church’s ordinances are adminis- 
tered in their presence. And now what do they see? 


Under our present constitution, a member of the 
church making a Profession of Faith acknowledges 
that he is a sinner in the sight of God, justly de- 
serving His displeasure and without hope save in 
His mercy. Under the proposed constitution and 
despite the earnest pleas of many that he continue 


to be required to do so, the new member does not | 


thus acknowledge that he is lost. 
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Under our present constitution, a new member 
clearly confesses that Jesus Christ is the only So- 
viour of sinners and that the sinner not only should, 
but necessarily must receive and rest upon Him 
alone for salvation. Under the proposed con-titu- 
tion, he does not so confess. 


Once a member of the church, the believer next 
brings his children to be publicly acknowledged 
members of the Body of Christ. Under our present 
government, he confesses his faith that children, too, 
need the saving grace of God, thus recognizing that 
we believe in Original Sin. Under the proposed con- 
stitution, the parent simply confesses his own faith 
and then to all practical purposes declares, “for 
this reason I now offer my child.” 


Our present constitution next points out to the 
parent that he should look to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for his child’s salvation as he does for his own. The 
proposed constitution says nothing about this, al- 
though, in response to many -protests, it now adds 
to the first inadequate question a phrase mentioning 
God’s covenant promises. 


Thus the Confession of Faith, where actually 
applied at the level of the ordinary believer in 
Christ, is seriously mutilated. And one trembles for 
future generations who, never confessing their 
child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ 
and their own lost estate, shall sooner or later for- 
get that the church ever held these things to be im- 
portant. 


Other, though perhaps less obvious modifications 
of the doctrinal purity of our testimony appear in 
the proposed Plan. The safeguard which was in- 
serted to remind ministers and officers that they 
must persevere in their support of the church’s doc- 
trinal integrity is now missing. The statement that 
Christ governs His church by His Word and Spirit 
is now amplified to include, as an additional cate- 
gory, the ministry of men as well. The importance 
of the Word as a channel of Grace in the adminis- 
tration of the Sacraments has entirely been over- 
looked. And most of our inspiring confession of 
Jesus Christ as Lord, King and Head of the Church, 
continues to be excluded from the finished form of 
government. 


Now two objections may be and have been raised 
by persons to whom I[ have pointed out these things. 
The first objection is that they are relatively um 
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important. But they are mot unimportant. They 
ha;pen to be the point where officers of the church 
relate the importance of their beliefs to the his- 
toric Standards of the church and the points where 
members of the church make their only official 
contact with, and their only public confession of 


the things which they are instructed to believe. 


These matters entirely cover the doctrinal position 
of ‘he church as it actually is applied within a con- 
gr zation’s life and public testimony. 


‘IToreover, in a day and time when the testimony 
of traditional theology is undermined by the re- 
int. rpretation and spiritualization of virtually every 
point in the Creed; when the traditional doctrines 
of :he Resurrection and the Virgin Birth, for in- 


sta:ce, fade away in the frank testimony of men’ 


who now say that they do believe in these doctrines 
but “not in a physical sense’—in such a day and 
time, I say, little words and “minor” points be- 
conie critically important. 


(Great issues sometimes resolve themselves into 
differences of opinion over very little things, and 
often the solitary word “shibboleth” may indeed be 
the only accurate test of the difference between a 
man of Ephraim and his more distant kindred. 


A second objection I have heard to this criticism 
of the Plan of Union is that it seems to hint that 
something sinister is going on. Now I do not mean 
to suggest any such thing. But I do mean to point 
out what has taken place and what has or has not 
been done. Sixteen years of negotiations have not 
yet succeeded in placing our important questions 
into that part of the proposed form of government 
covering new members received into the church. 
The safeguard whereby ministers and officers prom- 
ise to report any significant changes in their views, 
was a part of the 1943 Plan of Union but has since 
been taken out. The larger volume of protest over 
the weakness of the ordinance of infant baptism has 
resulted only in the addition of a brief and inade- 
quate phrase. 


At some time in the deliberations over the Plan 
of Union, men sat down and faced each other over 
the question in our Book of Church Order which 
reads, ““Do you believe that you are a sinner in the 
sight of God, justly deserving His displeasure and 
without hope save in His mercy?” And at some 
time in their deliberations, those men voted to reject 
this question. I do not charge that anything sinister 
was intended. I simply record the fact that it oc- 
curred. 


Where does all this leave me? I confess that I 
remain a believer in Christian cooperation. But I 
cannot say that I can hear the Lord praying that 
I should be one with anybody under these circum- 
stances. 


One of America’s greatest educators once said to 
me (although he was not talking about church 


union) somewhat as follows: “The future of the 
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Christian Church will largely be determined by 


representatives of those denominations which most 
faithfully have adhered to the Reformed tradition.” 
I agree. I believe that we preserve something in- 
finitely precious in our heritage. Our church is 
weak enough now, despite its great strength. I be- 
lieve that this particular union will weaken it fur- 
ther. I do not want to see that happen, for to me to 
keep the historic Reformed position intact is the way 
to keep the Christian, evangelical tradition alive. 


‘It now appears abundantly evident that those 
who oppose union for conscience’s sake and those 
who sincerely support it for the same reason are 
separated by more than administrative, editorial or 
even theological details. At the heart of the issue 
lie two distinct philosophies of religion. The two 
parties to this issue cannot find a common meeting 
ground because they do not locate the heart of the 
matter in the same place. . 


Two philosophies of religion are involved because 
each party to the controversy denies the other’s con- 
ception of the center of interest. Both parties recog- 
nize a center and a periphery in the matter. Both 
agree upon the Christian character of the issues 
which are differently assigned by each, the one to 
the center and the other to the periphery.-But each 
of the parties declares that the other is mistaken in 
its choice of the issue which must lie at the center 
of interest, and that which must lie at the periphery. 
And thereby opposing citadels of conviction are set 
up which continue irreconcilable because they in- 
clude opposing concepts as to what is uncompromis- 
ing in religious experience. 


Every Christian -believes that two relationships 
are essential to a complete religious experience: The 
vertical relationship with God and the horizontal 
relationship with our fellow believers. But we dis- 
agree as to which of these marks the starting point 
(and which of these is of greatest practical impor- 
tance) when this business of being religious gets 
down to brass tacks. 


This basic disagreement between the priority of 
the vertical as over against the horizontal relation- 
ship in religious experience lies at the heart of the 
current church union controversy. 


The one group affirms that our consideration of 
the matter of union must begin at the point: “here 
we all stand together.” The other group (of which 
I count myself a member) declares that the start- 
ing point must be: “here [ stand before God.” The 
one group decides upon the first step it must take 
after looking outward over the Christian commun- 
ity. The other group decides upon the first step it 
must take after looking upward to God. 


Neither group is calling the other un-Christian. 
Both recognize the value of the other’s view. But 
we who insist upon doctrinal integrity and theo- 
logical purity affirm that the first consideration in 
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matters religious must be what God is and how He 
deals with man: that is, “what man is to believe 
concerning God.” Those on the other hand who 
believe that Christian unity is the all-important 
consideration affirm that the first consideration in 
‘matters religious must be the Christian community 
and Christian fellowship: that is, “what duty God 
requires of man.” 


The difference, being a matter of basic convic- 
tion, is not subject to arbitration. On the one hand, 
a group asks, “can two walk together except they 
be agreed?” But on the other hand, a group replies, 
“can two be agreed until they try walking to- 
gether? ” 


The latter, who wish union before unanimity, 
tend to promote a type of ecumenicity to which 
many of us cannot agree. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Number 63 
“Providential” Personal Contacts 


Dr. J. Campbell White, Executive Chairman of 
“Christ For The World Movement,” headquarters 
at Mansfield, Ohio, is not only a veteran “fisher- 
man,” but he is an inveterate Angler, and notwith- 
standing his 85 years, dons his ‘‘fishing tackle” every 
morning with the same regularity that he puts on 
his shoes and socks. His equipment consists mainly 
of his pocket testament, his faith in Jesus Christ, 
reliance upon the power and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, a round-the-clock alertness for “prospects,” 
and a fervent love for his Lord and his fellowman. 


Responding to a request from Anglers to say 
something for this column, Dr. White writes under 
the title: ““How Many Of Our Personal Contacts 
May Be Providential?” as follows: 


Many of us meet several individuals in the course 
of the average day. How many of these may be a 
PROVIDENTIAL chance to say some significant word 
about Christ! 


Many years ago, Sir George Williams, the 
founder of the first Y. M.C.A., asked John R. 
Mott the question: “DO yOU TALK TO EVERY YOUNG 
MAN YOU MEET ABOUT CHRIST?” This question in- 
dicates how Mr. Williams himself felt about the 
importance of such contacts. 


During the past year, I have felt the urge to 
think in these terms more clearly than ever before. 
And it has meant real enrichment of life for me, 
and definite blessing to a considerable number of 
those whom [ have casually met. 


I asked the man who delivers bread to me twice 
a week, about his family. He said he had three chil- 
dren. I asked him where they go to Sunday School. 
He said: “Nowhere.” I asked him what kind of a 
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father he could be to let his children grow up like 
that. And then I told him that I heard my father 
ask the blessing at every meal; and lead the family 
at worship every morning after breakfast; and take 
us all to Sunday School and Church every Sunday, 
regardless of weather. And that I learned to pray 
the Lord’s prayer by the time I was three years old, 
by hearing it at the close of his prayer every day. 
He asked if he could bring his children to see me 
some evening. Of course I agreed. He came with 
three of them, all in school. We had a great eve- 
ning together. I urged personal faith in Christ on 
all the group, and regular attendance at Sunday 
School and Church. I keep talking to the father 
about Christ. He assents to all I say. Recently he 
asked me about the different modes of baptism. He 
also told me of a man with three boys, living in an 
old bus, about 7x14 feet, whose wife had died, and 
he is now doomed to early death with cancer. He 
thought I would want to go to see him, and help 
him into real faith in Christ. I went that day, and 
had a good talk and prayer, with the father and his 
17 year old son. I have seen them repeatedly since. 
Good progress has been made in growing faith. 


Inquiry about spiritual needs in that area of our 
city of 60,000 persons, led to the discovery that it 
is one of the neediest districts religiously. So I 
talked to the Ministerial Association about starting 
a Sunday School on Sunday afternoons in the Pub- 
lic School House in that area, and they approved 
the plan, and are now working to that end. 


The hope is that the Sunday School may be so 
successful, that it will lead to the founding of a 
strong Church in that district. Is not all this an 
illustration of how things “hook and eye together” 
when we follow God’s guidance? 


Why not begin every day with the prayer that 
the Spirit of God may give us courage and guidance 
in any contacts with persons we meet, that per- 
chance some simple word of testimony about what 
Christ does for those who trust Him, may prove to 
be the “good seed in the good ground, bearing 
fruit one hundredfold, sixtyfold, thirtyfold”? Is 
this not Christ’s plan for reaching all the world 


with His truth? 


Women’s Work 


The 1954 Women’s Training School 
Montreat ... North Carolina 


Time: June 30 (Night) 
To July 7 (Noon) 


Registration and orientation is scheduled for the 
afternoon of June 30 with the opening session of 
the School that night. The closing session will again 
be held at the noon period on July 7. All delegates 
should plan to remain throughout the entire school, 
not leaving until the afternoon of July 7. 
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Credit Classes 


How to Study the Bible, Dr. Rachel Henderlite ; 
Bible Book Study, Dr. Arnold B. Rhodes; Chris- 
tian Witnessing, Rev. William B. Oglesby, Jr.; 
Stewardship, Miss John P. Walker; World Mis- 
sions, Mrs. H. D. Haberyan; Church Extension, 
Mrs. T. D. Connell, Jr.; Presbyterian Church— 
It. Program and Work, Mrs. L. C. Majors; In- 
formal Ways of Learning, Mrs. E. A. Schettler; 
Church in History, Dr. E. T. Thompson ; Christian 
Citizenship, Dr. John D. Moseley. 


Tuke These On Your Vacation 


There is no time like vacation for extensive and 
intensive reading of the Bible. Do not fail to take 
yours with you! Plan to read at least one book of 
the Bible; meditate upon it, put yourself into it. 
In so doing you will find recreation that is really 
re-creation.* 


“If I were a dictator the first book I would burn 
would be the Bible. I’d burn it because I’d realize 
that the whole concept of democracy came out of 
that book.” 

Quentin Reynolds, Writer, Editor, 
War Correspondent. From Article in 


‘““This I Believe.’’* 


A Christianity which puts ethics and social 
change in the forefront will not only fail to with- 
stand communism but actually prepares the way for 
it. A Christianity which puts ethics and social change 
in the background is as dead as dead fish and one 
of the foremost causes for the spread of communism. 
We do not want either. What we want is a Chris- 
tianity that conforms to and is fashioned after the 


mind of the Master and aims to create a society in 
which Christ is King. 


—A Pakistani writing in 
Rural Missions, Summer, 1953. 


Gospels in specially prepared holders are supplied 
to supermarkets in Akron, Ohio, under the sponsor- 
ship of six churches of the city. The books are the 
pocket-size edition published by the American Bible 
Society.* . 


Hebrew Bibles in Japan! Yet this was the order 
received by the puzzled Japan Bible Society in 
Tokyo. Correspondence brought out the fact that 
in Shizuoka, a city of about two hundred thousand, 
an Old Testament study group had been organized 
in one of the churches. The Japanese are a literate 
people and groups are eagerly studying the Bible in 
the original tongues.* 


*Bible Society Record, July 1953. 


All Around The World 


The Assembly’s Training School draws students 
from many countries around the globe, and A.T-.S. 
graduates go out to serve in all parts of the world. 


JUNE 16,1954 


Students from three foreign countries who were 
enrolled during the 1953-1954 session, are Chai 
Lee of Chinhae, Korea; Elke Wiebers of Hamburg, 
Germany; and Irece Winderley of Recife, Brazil. 


a students are being assisted with school ex- 
p 


ses by various groups in the church. The Women 
of the Church, through the Friendship Circle Fund, 
provides a scholarship each year for a foreign stu- 
dent, the recipient this year being Irece Winderley 
of Brazil. The Association of Directors of Chris- 
tian Education are helping Elke Wiebers. Quite 
often a synodical or a presbyterial will assist a for- 
eign student in whom they- have a special interest, as 
in the case of Chai Lee, a graduate of the University 
of Alabama, who is receiving a scholarship from the 
women of the Synod of Alabama. 


Last session there were students from Burma, 
Korea, and Japan. In past years students from 
Italy, Mexico, China, and France have been en- 
rolled. This association with young people from 
many places and varied backgrounds provides a rich 
experience for all who attend and a fellowship that 
is warmly appreciated and cherished. 


Each year A.T.S. graduates fulfill their motto, 
“Appointed To Serve’ by going out into all the 
world to spread the good news of Christianity. On 
a poster recently issued by the Board of World 
Missions are pictures of the new missionaries sent 
to the foreign field in 1953. Of the nineteen women 
on this poster, nine are graduates of the Assembly’s 
Training School, Richmond, Virginia, and are serv- 
ing in Japan, Korea, and Africa. 


For next session we have enrolled Dawn Aoto of 
Tokyo, Japan, now a senior in Shorter College, 
Rome, Ga.; and Marie Fahim of Assuit, Egypt, a 
student in the American College for Girls in Cairo. 
The Admissions Committee has before it an ap- 
plication from Ai Kuroki, also of Tokyo, who is 
recommended by the National Council of Churches. 


—T raining School Bulletin: 


FROM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 


Prayer 


Dear Lord, 

Help me to live this day 
Quietly — Easily; 

To lean upon Thy great strength 
Trustfully, Restfully ; 

To wait for the unfolding of Thy Will 
Patiently, Serenely ; 

To meet others 

Peacefully, Joyously ; 

To face tomorrow 

Confidently, Courageously. 


—Amen. 


Assistant Pastor Desired 
m= Apply: Pastors’ Committee, Box 751, Salisbury, 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 27 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fuagment Comes To Israel 


Background Scripture: II Kings 17. De- 
votional Reading: Psalms 85:1-7. 


Second Kings 17 is a sad and tragic chapter. It is a heart-breaking experience to see a man die, especially 
a wicked man. It is even more terrible to see a whole nation die; and if it is a nation that is perishing be- 
cause of its sin, and in sin, it is even more heart-rending. The prophet Jeremiah watched Judah on her 
death-bed and wrote the Book:of Lamentations. In this chapter we have the funeral dirge of her wayward 


sister Israel. This should have been a warning to the Southern Kingdom and might have saved her f:om 


captivity, if it had been heeded. 


In Psalms 85:1-7 we have the psalmist praying 
that God would turn away His wrath, would show 
mercy and forgive; would revive His people again. 
God does graciously forgive. He revives His people 
over and over again, but there comes a time when 
revival is over; when judgment must fall. Judg- 
ment is called God’s ‘“‘strange act.” It is His last 
resort. He pleads with men to turn from sin in order 
that He may have mercy upon them. He is a God 
~@Who is abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity, 
transgression, and sin, but He cannot clear the 
guilty unless they change their course, any more 
than an earthly judge can pardon the murderer 
who stands convicted in his court. God delays judg- 
ment, not willing that any should perish, but that 
all might come to repentance. He delayed the judg- 
ment of Israel, but at last the reprieve is over. The 
time has come for Israel to face death. The fact is 
stated, and the reasons for it are given. This chap- 
ter is written for our good. May we heed the 


warning. 


I. The Fact Stated: 
II Kings 17:1-6. 


_ The last king to reign over Israel was Hoshea. 
He seems somewhat better than some of his prede- 
cessors: “And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, but not as the kings of Israel that 
were before him.” All the rulers of the Northern 
Kingdom were wicked, but some were not as bad 
as others, and Hoshea belonged to this latter class. 
However, the kingdom had “‘sinned away its day of 
grace’; it was a doomed nation; judgment had 
been delayed, but it was now descending upon them. 


Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, came up against 
Hoshea, and the king of Judah became his servant, 


paying tribute to his overlord. He unwisely tried « 


to get help from So, Bing of Egypt, in order that 
he might throw off the yoke of Assyria. He brought 
no present — paid no tribute — to Shalmaneser. 
Therefore the ‘king of Assyria shut him up and 
bound him in prison. Then he came up against the 
city of Samaria and beseiged it three years. In the 
ninth year of Hoshea he captured the city and car- 
ried away Israel into Assyria and placed them in 
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Helah and Habor by the river of Gozan, in the 
cities of the Medes. This procedure is being copied 
in these days by the Communists. We read that the 
Koreans in North Korea are being carried into far- 
away places in China, and that Chinese are being 
settled in that part of Korea. There are millions of 
“Displaced Persons” in our so-called civilized 
world, and their plight is comparable to that of 
Israel in Assyria. 


In these few verses we have the historical fact; 
in the balance of the chapter an explanation is given, 
and further facts are given us which throw light 
upon the subsequent history of Israel and Judah. 


IT. An Explanation of this Fact: 


The explanation can be summed up in one word: 
SIN: “Iniquity has been our ruin,” is the sad re- 
frain that comes to us as we look upon ruined 
nations, ruined cities, ruined homes, and ruined 
lives. SIN is the great destroyer. It works havoc 
everywhere. In my lifetime I have seen it destroy at 
least two of the major nations of the world, and it 
is threatening the ruin of others, as I write these 
words. 


Israel was guilty of many sins, but the most out- 
standing, and the most heinous, was IDOLATRY: “And 
the children of Israel did secretly those things that 
were not right against the Lord their God, and 
they built them high places in all their cities, from 
the tower of the watchman to the fenced city.” “For 
they served idols, whereof the Lord had said unto 
them, Ye shall not do this thing.” 


This was a sin against Light, and a sin against 
Love. God had not left Israel in darkness; He had 
revealed Himself in the Law and in His Covenants 
with them. They knew about God. They had en- 
joyed fellowship with Him, and had been abun- 
dantly blessed. He had brought them out of Egypt, 
the land of their slavery, and brought them into a 
land of freedom and fruitfulness. These blessings 
made their departure from Him inexcusable and 
very heinous. God deals with nations as with in- 
dividuals; the more light, the greater the condem- 
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nation. They knew the will of God, and were there- 
fcre without excuse. 


God sent His faithful messengers, the prophets, 
to speak to His people, to warn them of their dan- 
ger, and to plead with them to forsake their evil 
ways and turn to Him. We saw in our last lesson 
hw earnest and loving was His appeal to them. In 
spite of all these warnings, and in the face of His 


_ g-sat love, they persisted in their sins, until the land 


ws saturated with all the corruption of Baal. wor- 
sh‘p. At first Jeroboam tried to preserve a semblance 
o’ the true worship, but later on this turned to 
ot and out heathen worship, the revolting orgies 
cc nected with Baal and Ashtoreth. The unclean- 
nc:s and immorality of these two religions is noto- 


rious. In the words of our text: “They sold them- 


se ves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke 
Him to anger.” 


Why are nations and men so foolish? Why is it 
sc hard for them to learn the plain lessons of his- 
tory? Why do nations today persist in following 
the pathway of sin, when the end of such a road is 
so plainly revealed? We can understand why heath- 
en nations do this, but why should an enlightened 
nation like ours pursue such a suicidal course? Do 
we in America not have abundance of light? It is a 
land full of Bibles and churches, of preachers and 


Christians. Is it the fault of these latter? We are: 


bound to place some of the blame upon ourselves, 
and we should pray for consecrated Christians and 
a consecrated ministry. The prophets of Israel—at 
least some of them—were true and faithful. Yet 
they could not stem the tide, or prevail upon Israel 
to return to their God. I am sure that we have thou- 
sands of true Christians and faithful preachers, and 
the testimony of these is being given to our people. 
Still our beloved country is steeped in crime, flooded 
with liquor, and filled with broken homes. Many 
in our land are as devoted to their idols of pleasure 
and wealth and immorality as the Israelites were 
to the worship of Baal and Ashtoreth. Our sins are 
grievous and inexcusable. How much longer will 
God stay His hand and withhold judgment? One 
thing is certain. If we persist in sin, we will die, 
even as Israel died, for the wages of sin is death. 


Oh that we might cry aloud, even as the prophets 
of old, and warn and plead with our people to re- 
turn to God. We should make the prayer of the 
85th Psalm our prayer, for Revival—real Revival 
—is the one remedy for the disease of sin. If we 
learn nothing else from our lesson today, may we 
determine that we will do all in our power to save 
our nation. Pray without ceasing for a mighty Re- 
vival that will shake our land. 


III. Origin of the Samaritans: 
24-41. 


In our reading of the Gospels we often find refer- 
ences to the “Samaritans,” and we are somewhat 


surprised to see the hatred which was felt in the | 
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hearts of the Jews for these Samaritans. In the 
balance of this chapter we read the account of the 
origin of this mixed race and have a better under- 
standing of this strong dislike and prejudice. 


The king of Assyria carried away many of the 
Israelites into the places mentioned in verse six, 
but he left some of the poorer people in the land. 


In the place of those he carried away he brought 


others from Babylon and from Cuthah etc. and 
placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the 
native Jews. 


These strange immigrants feared not the Lord, 
and lions were sent among them which slew some 
of them. The war-ravaged land had no doubt be- 
come a suitable place for wild beasts. They spoke 
to the king of Assyria, telling him of this and sug- 
gesting that these men from Babylon did not know 
“the manner of the God of the land.” (The As- 
syrians were accustomed to the idea of different 
gods for different lands). So the king commanded 
them to carry back some of the priests who would 
show them the manner of the God of that land. 
One of the priests who had been taken captive came 
to Bethel and taughe them how they should fear 
the Lord. These spiritual leaders were evidently 
rather ignorant themselves, with no very clear idea 
of real worship. 


This mixed race—for they intermarried with 
those left in the land—built cities and established 
themselves in the land and soon grew into a race 
which were looked down upon by the pure Jews 
of the Southern Kingdom. Not only were they 
mixed in blood, but they were all mixed up in their 
religion. ““They feared the Lord, and served their 
own gods, after the manner of the nations whom 
they carried away from thence.” I am afraid that 
we have a lot of people even in America who “fear 
the Lord, and serve their own gods.” ~ 


One of the terrible mistakes which the Church 
has made is very similar to this. In many lands the 
Church has adopted certain heathen practices giv- 
ing them a Christian “redressing,” but preserving 
much of the superstition of the old religion of the 
land. We find this in many places, notably in South 
America. Much of the pageantry of the religious 
“parades” has a distinctive heathen background. We 
have something worse advocated by some so-called 
religious leaders. I saw an article not long ago in 
which the writer was urging that all the “Religions” 
of the world “get together” to fight atheism. This 
“learned professor” wanted to select the best out of 
Buddhism and Mohammedanism etc., and go forth 
as one body to “save the world.” What utter folly, 
and worse than folly, is such talk as this! Such a 
course would be TREASON. There is but ONE TRUE 
RELIGION—CHRISTIANITY. To talk such nonsense as 
this writer, is to be a Traitor to our ONE KING; the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 27 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Great Divisions Christianity 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past’’ 


Prayer 
Scripture: Ephesians 5 :22-32 


/ Hymn: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 


Offering 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Christianity is the leading religion of the world 
with respect to the number of its followers, and of 
course, we believe it is the leading religion as to its 
worth and truthfulness. One third of the world’s 
population is Christian, at least in name. We also 
know that Christianity is a progressive, missionary 
religion. It seeks to convert unbelievers to its ranks, 
and in this endeavor it has met with success. Chris- 
tianity is a growing religion in contrast to Buddhism 
and Confucianism which are practically static. 


The purpose of this program is to acquaint us 
with the main points of belief and practice of the 
major divisions of Christianity. The people who 
profess to believe in Christ are divided into three 
large groups: the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Eastern Orthodox Church, and the Protestant 
Church. We shall give our main attention to the 
Roman Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
and devote next week’s program to a more detailed 
discussion of Protestantism and some of its member 
churches. 


In this program we shall consider another church 
body which does not justly belong in the Christian 
grouping, but we shall include it here for want of 
a more appropriate place. This is the Unitarian 


Church. 
First Speaker: 


The leader has said that the Unitarian church is 
not properly Christian, and that is true, although 
Unitarians may generally be thought of as Chris- 
tians. The great principal underlying Unitarianism 
is freedom of thought, so they have no creed. They 
are however, in agreement about many beliefs, and 
one of these is the complete humanity of Jesus. They 
believe Jesus was a great teacher and the best man 
morally and religiously who has ever lived, but 
they do not believe in Him as the eternal Son of 
God. Salvation consists in human improvement. 
Unitarians have great faith in man’s ability to im- 
prove himself amd his lot, and they believe that 
eventually man can develop a perfect society. 


In the United States the center of Unitarianism 
is New England, although congregations may be 
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found in large cities almost everywhere. It is no 
new idea, because there have been Unitarians (often 
called by other names) since the beginning of the 
Christian era. 


Second Speaker: 


Christendom’s largest numerical division is the 
Roman Catholic Church. It claims almost half of 
the people in the world who are counted Christians, 
It is strongest in the countries of southern Europe, 
Ireland, and South and Central America. 


The Roman Church is of the opinion that it is 
the only church founded by Christ on earth. One 


_ of the Roman authorities and teachers has defined 


the Church as consisting of those who (1) profess 
the true faith, (2) partake of the true sacraments, 
and (3) are subject to the rule of the Pope as the 
head of the Church. By the “true faith” and the 
“true sacraments’ he means those that are recog- 
nized by the Roman Church. The Roman Church 
has had a rich history at times, but its weakness and 
error began when it began to accept the authority 
of popes and councils as being equal with/and su- 
perior to the teaching of Scripture. This elevation 
of human authority to make it equal with divine 
authority has led to the inclusion of error and super- 
stition into the life, faith, and practice of the Ro- 
man Church. For an example, the Romanists have 
added to the two Biblical sacraments of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper five others which have grad- 
ually developed in their tradition: confirmation, 
penance, orders, matrimony, and extreme unction. 
Also, there came through tradition worship of God 
by images and the practice of praying to the Virgin 
Mary and to “Saints” recognized by the Church. 
In 1870 the Pope was declared to be infallible 
which means that Romanists must consider that 
whatever he says is true and whatever he demands 
of them must be done. He is thought to be the direct 
representative of Christ on earth, and the priests 
have divine authority through him. 


It is interesting that while Protestants ordinarily 
think of Roman Catholics as being Christians many 
former Catholics do not consider that they were 
Christians until they made a profession of faith and 
united with a Protestant church. Actually, the 
clergy make up the Roman Church in the official 
sense and the members are merely observers whose 
business it is to be loyal and obedient. 


Third Speaker: 


The division of Christianity which is probably 
least known to us is the Eastern Orthodox Catholic 
Church which is sometimes called the Eastern Or- 
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thodox Church or the Greek Catholic Church. Its 
strength is in the countries of Eastern Europe and 
Western Asia. Until the time of the Russian Revo- 
lution and the outlawing of religion in Russia about 
eihty-five per cent of Eastern Catholics were Rus- 
sians. 


As to doctrine, the Eastern Church is very similar 
to the Roman Church. Many of their customs and 
practices are the same, especially their emphasis on 
the priesthood. There are two main differences. The 
Eastern Catholics do not submit themselves to the 
Pope of Rome, nor do they have a Pope of their 
own. They do have bishops who exercise a spiritual 
rule over a certain specific locality, but the Eastern 
Church has never sought or used the political power 
that has been customary of Rome. The Eastern 
Church was content to let the church be the church 
and did not seek to rule over men’s temporal affairs. 
The other difference between the Orthodox Church 
and the Roman Church is that the former was and 
is lacking in zeal for progress and for making con- 
verts. During the first five or six centuries of the 
Christian era the Eastern Church provided leader- 
ship and example for other Christians, but then its 
spirit died and it was content to live on its past 
glories. Many believe that had the Church in Rus- 
sia been more alive and more helpful to its people, 
that great country would not have become a victim 
of communism. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Try to have someone present for this program 
who can give authoritative answers to any questions 
the young people may raise about Roman and East- 


-ern Christians and Unitarians. Remind your young 


people to be thinking about the great bodies of 
Protestantism and to be prepared to discuss their 
differences and similarities next week). 


Church News 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Diplomas and degrees were awarded to sixty-six 
seniors of Columbia Theological Seminary and to 
five graduate students at Commencement Exercises 
held in the Druid Hills Presbyterian Church on 
Monday morning, May 24. Dr. Frank Alfred 
Mathes, Pastor of the South Highland Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham, preached the Baccalaureate 
sermon ‘on Sunday morning, May 23, and Rev. 
Walter B. Passiglia, Pastor of the Ybor City Pres- 
byterian Church, Tampa, Fla., delivered the annual 
sermon before the Student Society of Missionary 
Inquiry that evening. Dr. James R. Fowle, Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, was the commencement speaker at the 
graduation exercises and Dr. P. D. Miller, Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors, awarded the de- 


grees. In connection with the graduation exercises, 
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announcement was made of the awarding of gradu- 
ate fellowships to six members of the graduating 
class who had made outstanding records. The Fan- 
nie Jordan Bryan Fellowships were awarded to Mr. 
Hugh Walker McClure, III, of Daytona Beach, 
Florida, a graduate of the University of Florida; 
and to Mr. James Byron Spencer, of Lexington, 
Virginia, a graduate of Bob Jones University. Alum- 
ni Fellowships were awarded to Mr. Benjamin 
Harrison Taylor, of Johnson City, Tennessee, a 
graduate of Davidson College; Mr. Charles Newell 
Foshee, of Rocky Mount, North Carolina, a gradu- 
ate of Duke University; and Mr. Lewis Scott 
Hay, of Charleston, South Carolina, a graduate of 
Presbyterian College. A teaching fellowship in the 
Department of English Bible at Columbia Semin- 
ary, which is provided by the North Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church of Atlanta, was won by Mr. Rich- 
ard Allison Dodds, of Abingdon, Pennsylvania, a 
graduate of Gettysburg College. The Wilds Book 
Prize, which is awarded to the member of the 
graduating class who makes the highest average for 
three years, was also won by Mr. James Byron 
Spencer. 


The following is the list of those who received 
diplomas and degrees: 


CERTIFICATES OF GRADUATION 


Hubert Paul Currie, Emory University, Atlanta, Ga. 

Archie Davis, B.B.E., Columbia Bible College, 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

Theodore Harry Eckhoff, Augusta, Ga. : 

Robert Edward McJunkin, University of Mississippi, 
Houlka, Miss. 

Harold Stonewall Mace, Charlotte, N. C. 

Roy Flay Riddle, Charlotte, N. C. 

Forest Lamar Traylor, Jr., University of Georgia, 
Austell, Ga. 


BACHELOR OF DIVINITY 


David Lapsley Anderson, A.B., Davidson College, 
Louisville, Ky. : 

Samuel Gene Andreasen, A.B., Sterling College, 
Blanchard, Ia. © 

Louie Verner Andrews, Jr., B.S., Clemson College, 
Cedartown, Ga. 

Kyle Edward Barr, A.B., King College, Blountville, 


Tenn. 

Teddis Holbrook Beasley, Jr., A.B., Maryville Col- 
lege, Montgomery, Ala. 

Brown, A.B., Erskine College, Met- 
ter, Ga. 

Brunice Caviness Cole, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Burlington, N. C. : 

Walter Samuel Crouch, -A.B., Erskine College, 
Lyons, Ga. 

George Edward Dameron, A.B., High Point College, 
Gastonia, N. C. 

Wilson Thompson Dowling, A.B., Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Cantey China DuBose, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian Col- 

lege, Birmingham, Ala. 

Pierre Wilds DuBose, Jr., A.B., University of Flo- 
rida, Zellwood, Fla. | 

James Richard Ellington, A.B., Catawba College, 
Belmont, N. C. 

Randall Yale Gunn, A.B., University of Florida, Mi- 
canopy, Fla. 

Edward Nelson Hallman, B.S., University of Miami, 
Hialeah, Fla. | 
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Robert Thornton Henderson, A.B., Davidson Col- 
lege, West Palm Beach, Fla. 

James Everett Jackson, Jr., A.B., King College, 
Hopewell, Va. 

Edward Carlyle Langham, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian 
College, Montgomery, Ala. 

Charles Lindbergh McDonald, A.B., Presbyterian 
College, College Park, Ga. 

Joseph Brown, MacLeod, A.B., University of North 
Carolina, Myrtle Beach, Ss. 

Elmer Perry Mobley, A. -. Presbyterian College, 
Albany, Ga. 

Thomas Gideon Morris, A.B., Oglethorpe Univer- 
sity, Tucker, Ga. 

Roy Ramon Myers, Jr., A.B., Whitworth College, 
Mobile, Ala. 

William Daniel O’Neal, A.B., Louisiana Polytechnic 
Institute, Ruston, La. 

Jerry Doyle Otwell, A.B., Arkansas College, Me- 
ridian, Miss. 

David Lewis Parks, B.E.E., Georgia Institute of 
Technology, Weaverville, N. C. 

Harold Reed Patteson, A.B., King College, Rich- 
lands, Va. 

Virgil Pino, B.S., Davidson College, Tampa, Fla. 

Henry Watkins "Robards, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian 
College, Greenwood, S. C. 

J — ——— Robinson, A.B., King College, Clover, 


James Brinkley Sherwood, A.B., Davidson College, 
Asheville, N. C. 

Kennedy Smartt, A.B., Davidson College, Avondale 
Estates, Ga 

Charles Wearn Stowe, B.S., Davidson College, 
Mount Holly, N. C. 

Albert Loring Vreeland, A.B., Bob Jones Univer- 
sity, Chattahoochee, Fla. 

Robert Irvan White, A.B., University of North Car- 
olina, Venice, Fla. 

Edward Brunson Whitson, A.B., Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Asheville, N. C. 

7 Joseph Wolf, A.B., Erskine College, Tampa, 


Francis McIntosh Womack, Jr., A.B., Erskine Col- 
lege, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Billy Frank Woods, A.B., Mercer University, Sa- 
vannah, Ga. 


BACHELOR OF DIVINITY 
Cum Laude 


Busey, A.B., King College, Pensa- 

cola, 

Murdoch McKelway Calhoun, A.B., Erskine College, 
Laurel Hill, N. C. 

Howard Duncan Cameron, A.B., Maryville vollege, 

Etowah, Tenn. 

Kenneth Palmer Craig, A.B., Davidson College, “al 
tonia, N. C. 

Davies, A.B., Wheaton College, Harris- 

urg, 

Robert Neal Dean, A.B., Presbyterian College, Jack- 
sonville, Fla. 

Paul LN_C. Felker, A.B., Davidson College, Con- 
cor 

Nathaniel Sheffield Heeth, A.B., B.S., Presbyterian 
College, Quitman, Ga. 

David Brainard Lehman, A.B., Houghton College, 
Houghton, N. Y. 

Cyrus Stevens Mallard, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Thomasville, Ga. 

Edward Willis Milner, B.S., Davidson College, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

Bursell Galaida Munro, A.B., Duke University, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

Richard G Gilmer Shelor, B.S., Pasehbice College, Dra- 
per, 

Norman Eugene Wilhelm, A.B., King College, Bal- 
timore, Md. 
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BACHELOR OF DIVINITY 
Magna Cum Laude 


Richard Allison Dedds, A.B., Gettysburg Colleze, 
Abingdon, Pa. 

Charles Newell Foshee, A.B., Duke University, 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 

Lewis Scott Hay, A.B., Presbyterian College, Char- 
leston, S. C 


BACHELOR OF DIVINITY 


Summa Cum Laude 


Hugh Walker McClure, III, A. B., University of Flo- 
rida, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

James Byron Spencer, a B., Bob Jones University, 
Lexington, Va. 

Benjamin Harrison Taylor, B.S., Davidson College, 
Johnson City, Tenn. 


MASTER OF THEOLOGY 


Charles Newell Foshee, A.B., Duke University; 
D., Columbia Theological Seminary; Rocky 
Mount, N. C. 
Albert Grady Harris, Jr., A.B., Davidson Colleze; 
B.D., Columbia Thelogical Seminary; Macon, Ga. 
James ‘Clyde Plexico, B.S., Asheville College; B.D., 
Columbia Theological Seminary; Seneca, S. C. 


MASTER OF ARTS IN 
BIBLICAL EDUCATION 


Elizabeth Anne Love, A.B., Southwestern Univer- 
sity, Montgomery, Ala. 


Spiva Leon McCullouch, A. B., Cumberland Univer- - 


sity, Durant, Miss. 


Pastor Called 


Sunset Hills of Charlotte, N. C., has called to 
its pastorate Rev. W. F. Mitchell of Monticello, 
Arkansas. He and his family have arrived and are 
living in the manse at 2211 Springdale Avenue. 
Mr. Mitchell is a member of the Mississippi Valley 


Presbytery of the A.R.P. Church and expects to be | 


received by Mecklenburg Presbytery at its next 
meeting on July 20th meeting in the McQuay 
Memorial Presbyterian Church. 


Since the resignation of Rev. Hugh B. Carter 
the Sunset Hills pulpit has been supplied by Dr. 
Charles M. Boyd, Presbyterian minister to the Hos- 
pitals. 


U.T.S. Students Receive Awards 
Dr. W. T. Thompson, Acting President of the 


Seminary, announced the following awards to mem- 
bers of the student body. 


William Monroe Wicker Award was given to 
John B. Evans, a member of the senior class from 
Laurinburg, North Carolina. Mr. Evans will serve 
as Assistant Pastor, Second Presbyterian Church, 
Charleston, South Carolina. 


H.*G. M. Jones of Richmond, Virginia, was 
awarded the Henry W. McLaughlin Rural Church 
Award for his marked interest in and aptitude for 
the rural church ministry. 7 


DeWitt Furrow of Waiteville, West Virginia, 
received the E. T. George Prize for improvement 
in the speaking voice. 
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The Campbell Scholarship was awarded to G. 
Ravmond Womeldorf of Winchester Presbytery, a 
member of the Middle class. 


S'x students were named to the Mattie Glover 
Ho:ker Memorial Scholarships, as follows: Robert 
S. {‘:awks of Pulaski, Virginia; Charles A. Hutche- 
son of Louisa, Virginia; J. Whitner Kennedy of 
Spa:tanburg, South Carolina; David V. Pittenger 
of i)Jallas)s Texas; Neil C. Leach of De Funiak 
Spr ags, Florida; and John S. Lyles of Chester, 


South Carolina. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rev. A. Killough, from Hughes, Ark., to Oak- 


land, Tenn. 


Arkansas College 
Conimencement 


Forty-four Seniors participated in Arkansas Col- 
lege’s eighty-second commencement on May 24. 


The honorary degrees of Doctor of Divinity were 
granted to the Reverend Vance Barron of the Sec- 
end Presbyterian Church of Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, and an alumnus of Arkansas College, and to 
the Reverend’ J. W. Bryson of the Central Presby- 
terian Church of Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Mr. I. N. 
Barnett, civic and business leader of Batesville, an 
alumnus of Arkansas College and a member of its 
Board of Trustees for the past seventeen years, re- 
ecived the Doctor of Laws degree. 


Dr. W. W. L. McColgan, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Pine Bluff, preached the 
baccalaureate sermon. "The commencement address 
was delivered by Judge James L. Pilkington of the 
Sixth District Chancery Court and a ruling elder 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Hope, Arkan- 
sas, —Paul M. McCain, President. 


M-Day At Arkansas College 
Was On May 18 


On that day the college’s furniture and equip- 
ment were moved from the downtown campus to 
the new beautiful site on a bluff at the edge of town. 
Business firms in Batesville furnished trucks and 
men to supplement the students and faculty in mak- 
ing the move. Only one single day’s interruption 
occurred in classes. | : 


The success of the move was due to the careful 


planning by civic and faculty committees. The | 


transportation arrangements were handled by the 
Chamber of Commerce. Each piece of furniture, 
equipment, and box had been tagged with its new 
location indicated. Loading and unloading teams 
and lines of students passed items to their proper 
room and had the job almost completed by noon. A 
barbecue for the more than 250 participants was 
served at noon, —Paul M. McCain, President. 
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Salem Church To Install 
A New Pastor 


At a Called Meeting of Montgomery Presbytery 
held in the Salem Presbyterian Church on June 1, 


1954, Rev. William W. Williamson, formerly of 


the First Presbyterian Church of Paducah, Ken- 
tucky, in Muhlenberg Presbytery, was received into 
the membership of Montgomery Presbytery and ar- 
rangements were made for his installation as pastor 
of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Lynch- 
burg, Virginia, on June 20, 1954. 


—E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk. 


Presbyterian Junior College 
Commencement 


Maxton, N. C. — Commencement activities at 
Presbyterian Junior College were concluded with 
the graduating exercises in the college chapel. The 
address was by Dr. Edwin R. Walker, president- 
elect of Queens College, Charlotte, N. C. William 
J. Hollenbeck, Fayetteville, N. C., second honor 
student, delivered the salutatory. Robert L. Mc- 
Cain, Waxhaw, N. C., first honor student, deliver- 
ed the valedictory. Diplomas were presented the 
graduates by President Louis LaMotte. It was an- 
nounced that three professors had been elected to the 
rank of associate professor: John H. Crabtree, Jr., 
A.B., M.A.; Raymond H. Dawson, A.B., M.A.; 
and Sheldon F. Koesy, LL.B., B.D. Awards were 
made as follows: R. A. McLeod Citizenship Medal 
to Charles Little Keels,; Monroe, N. C.; Mildred 
Johnson Hay Bible Award to Robert Lee McCain, 
Waxhaw, N. C.; Freshman Scholarship Award to 
Barry Eugene Wright, Laurinburg, N. C.; Gib- 
son Athletic Trophy to Charles Little Keels, Mon- 
roe, N. C. 


Graduates were: High School Diploma— | 


Joseph L. Burleson, Albemarle, N. C.; Milton 
Leslie Langley, Jr., Portsmouth, Va.; Percy White 
West, Jr., Sanford, N. C. 


Junior College Diploma— 


William Berry Blue, Carthage, N. C.; Charles 
Francis Edgar, Collingswood, New Jersey; Wil- 
liam Jacob Hollenbeck, Fayetteville, N. C.; George 
Benny Hutchins, Forest City, N. C.; John Leon 
Newton, Gibson, N. C. | 


Associate Science Degree— 


Charles Little Keels, Monroe, N. C.; James F. 
Locklear, Laurinburg, N. C.; Edward M. La- 
Motte, Maxton, N. C.; Robert McCain, Waxhaw, 
N. C.; Elinos A. Whitlock, Jr., Floyd, Va. 


Announcement was made that Summer School 
would begin June 7 in the Preparatory Department 
and June 14 in the Collegiate Department. 
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BOOKS 


THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF Gop. Gordon Rupp. 
Philosophical Library, 15 East 40th Street, New 
York 16, New York. Price $7.50. 


Martin Luther while living proved stronger than 
the Emperor and the Pope. Since his death, his in- 
fluence has been multiplied. Though dead, he still 
speaks. As a matter of fact, a man like Luther can 
never die. He is more alive today than ever before. 
German and Scandinavian writers have given us a 
number of outstanding studies on Luther and his 
work during recent years. This volume is the prod- 
uct of a distinguished English scholar who has 
profited by the German and Scandinavian writings 
and added much by way of interpretation and com- 
ment in this present volume which was originally 
-given in a series of lectures at the University of 


Cambridge in 1947. 
The first section of this book deals with “The 


Historians’ Luther.” Here is discussed the Luther 


of myth and the Luther of history. He recognizes ~ 


that it is hard not to prejudge Luther because dur- 
ing the past four centuries so much has been writ- 


ten for and against him. It is extremely difficult to — 


evaluate his character, judiciously. In his appraisal 
of the German Reformer, the author says, “We 
read Luther because we find in one page of him 
more sparkling and refreshing draughts of truth 
than in scores of others, because they are few Chris- 
tian writers of any age who can bring before us the 
heights and the depths of the Christian Gospel, or 
bring home so urgently the drama of Christian war- 
fare. Those who read Luther for their own soul’s 
health will have no fears about what critical investi- 
gation may bring to light, and will not be deterred 
by ancient foes or modern prejudice.” Dr. Rupp 
holds that Luther himself is bigger than either the 
German Luther or the Scandinavian Luther. He 
maintains that he himself is bigger than any super- 
imposed pattern. 


Dr. Rupp finds that at the very heart of Luther’s 
theology is the idea of ““The Righteousness of God.” 
This Pauline phrase is the key to unlock the mind 
and heart of Luther. He quotes with approval Cole- 
ridge’s statement, “How dearly Martin Luther 
loved St. Paul. How dearly St. Paul would have 
loved Martin Luther.” The great revelation made 
to Luther was that a sinner must look at himself 
in the presence of another righteousness which God 
has given to men in Jesus Christ and in which men 
can never deserve or achieve, but which can only 
be accepted. Luther expressed it in this way, “For 
God wills to save us not by our own righteousness 
and wisdom but from without, not one which comes 
and is born from within ourselves but which comes 
into us from without not growing in our own soil, 
but which comes from heaven. Thus it is by all 
means necessary to learn this external and other 
righteousness.” 
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This volume underscores the thought which 
Luther saw clearly that the Christian must always 
live by faith and beware of trying to turn faith into 
sight. He said that by turning faith into sight, we 
cut the knot of eschatology. Luther wrote, “For we 
indeed have nothing other from God than the pure 
Word that the Lord Jesus sits at the Right Hand 
of the Father and is Judge of the Living and of the 
Dead through whom we are Kings and Priests, 
But where can these things be discerned? Not in 
the indicative but in the imperative and optative 
mood. For while He thus hides himself, we shall 
know in that Day when all His enemies shall be 
put under His feet. Meanwhile, we believe in hope. 
For if these things were now manifest before our 
eyes, there would be no work for faith. Thus He 
seems to have deserted us for he ascends to heaven 
and sits at the Right Hand of the Father yet He 
leaves us the Word and Sacraments. But what is 
this? The flesh objects: I see nothing, it is only a 
word. It is Word indeed but it is in supreme and 


divine virtue whch you will experience with a firm 


faith if you cleave to it.” 


There is not a dull page in this book. Rupp is a 
fascinating lecturer and this volume is one of the 
most intriguing ever produced on the German Re- 
former. —John R. Richardson. 


“CHRIST AND THE HUMAN LiFe.” Friedrich 
Wilhelm Foerster. Philosophical Library, New 
York. Price $5.00. 


The title of this book is not simply “Christ” but 
“Christ and The Human Life.” The author says, 
“Real human life is perfected only in Christ; thus 


there is no bridging of opposites, no settlement of 


world interests, no overcoming of the pallid terror 
of the one for the machinations of the other, unless 
the highest love, which comes from above, takes pity 
on our witless dissension and joins our hands and 
hearts.”” The author’s method is inductive. He cails 
reality to witness. He penetrates from the edge to- 
wards the center and not from the center outward 
toward the edge. This book is filled with scenes from 
life and may perhaps be able to serve many of our 
intelligent but myopic contemporaries as a cor- 
rective lens for the vision of reality. 


“RIGHT AND WrRoNG Ways TO USE THE BIBLE.” 
J. Carter Swaim. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Price $2.50. 


In this volume Dr. Swaim describes certain com- 
mon ways of misusing the Bible by misquoting, 
twisting meanings, quoting phrases taken out of 
context, finding texts by chance or applying ad- 
monitions meant for a period long before our own 
to particular situations of today. He refers to Jesus 
Christ as the only key to understanding the Bible, 
and likens Him to an infallible gauge for finding 
its spiritual meaning. Conservative Christians 
find some helpful suggestions in this volume but 
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wil! not follow the author in all of his views con- 
cerning the reliability of the Scriptures. 


“THE CHRISTIAN AND His Douglas 
Johnson. Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand 
Rarids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


‘he Bible presents unique claims concerning its 


ow’ nature and message. The experienced Christian 
believes these claims. Today, however, there are 


‘mary students and educated young people for whom 


this most important book ranks little more than one 
amcng a number of literary classics. Dr. Johnson 
hol.is that by far the commonest reason for the cur- 
ren: depreciation is ignorance or misunderstanding 
of what the Bible itself says and what it does not 
say concerning its own nature and purpose. It is 
chiely to a consideration of these two subjects that 
this book is directed. —The emphasis here is upon 
the self-authenticating witness of the Bible. An ap- 
pendix includes a short bibliography for further 
study, a brief history of the documentary theory of 
the Pentateuch, a brief summary of the history and 


the theories concerning the synoptic problem, the 


authorship of the fourth gospel and a chart of our 
Lord’s references to the Old Testament. 


SECOND CoMING OF CuHristT.” L. Berkhof. 
Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.50. a 


Dr. Berkhof is the president-emeritus of the Cal- . 


vin ‘Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan. He is an outstanding theologian and writes in 
a clear style. This volume is an exposition concern- 
ing the main factors involved in the Lord’s second 


coming. It is the fruit of the life time of a distin-— 


guished and dedicated study. The author has avoid- 
ed any extreme view based on some single aspect of 
this study or any attempt to force the words of 
Scripture into a pattern foreign to the context of 
Scripture. He has set forth the spiritual and prac- 
tical values derived from this transcendant hope of 
the Christian Church, the comfort and the power 
and the glory of the Lord’s coming. 


“AND Peace AT THE Last.” Russell L. Dicks 
and Thomas §S. Kepler. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Price $1.50. 


This book is written for those who like to plan 
their lives ahead so that the inevitable does not over- 
take them and find them unprepared. It is also writ- 
ten for those who find that they have come close to 
the time of death and welcome help in passing 
through the experience of dying. There are two 
preblems involved in this subject: dying and death. 
The book is divided into two parts. Part One deals 
with the experience of dying and Part Two with 
death. Each section draws upon the wisdom and 
conviction of other writers, both ancient and mod- 
err, concerning this subject. 
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“THE PROTESTANT CrEDO.” Edited by Vergilius 
Ferm. Philosophical Library, New York. Price 
$5.00. | 

There are ten essays on the Protestant faith in 
this volume. It seeks to answer such questions as, 
‘What Ideas are basic to Protestantism?” “What 
are the fundamental agreements in the common 
direction of Protestantism?” Each contributor taps 
his own particular area of intensive interest out of 
many years of considered reflections. The authors 
represent the Liberal stream of thought in Protes- 
tantism. 


“How To Strupy THE Psatms.” Robert T. 
Daniel. Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
Price $3.00. 

Dr. Daniel shares with the reader his time-tested 
method of studying the Psalms, then applies this 
method of study to twelve favorites. In each case 
the reader is given an inclusive theme, a compre- 
hensive outline, and an extensive exposition and a 
complete summary of the Psalm. This is an ex- 
tremely instructive volume for it not only sheds a 
great deal of new light on the twelve Psalms discus- 
sed but shows the reader how he may study all of 
the Psalms, yielding a rich reward for his efforts. 
The author is Professor of Old Testament in the 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest, North Carolina. 


“Jesus CHRIST, THE LIGHT OF THE Wor~Lp.” ° 
William Postell Witsell. Christopher Publishing 
House, Boston 20, Mass. Price $2.00. | 

This volume is an introduction to the Lord of 
life in all the breadth, the width, and the depths of 
His work which testify of Him in all the glory of 
His personality revealing to us in turn the infinite 
Father, the eternal God. The author emphasizes the 
fact that Christ has been the inspiration of the best, 
the highest, and the noblest character in achieve- 
ments for nineteen centuries. “The author accepts 
without equivocation the virgin birth of Christ. 
His conclusion is, “I repeat, then, that I believe 
in the virgin birth of Jesus Christ as an historical 
fact, certified and authenticated by many wit- 
nesses of indisputable credibility. I also see the 
reasonableness of the statement and I can see no 
real or unanswerable force in objections sometimes 
set forth.” 


NOTICE! 


To Those Who Are Concerned About The 
Preservation And Continuation Of The 
Evangelical Witness And Work Of The 


Southern Presbyterian Church 


If you join in this concern—a vital and pressing 
matter at this time—make your plans to attend the 
annual meeting of this group in Weaverville, N. C., 


_ beginning at 10:00 o’clock in the morning on Wed- 


nesday, August 18. Definite plans will be discussed 
and definite action taken. 


PAGE 19 


ays 
nto 4 
we 3 3 
we 
ind 
the 
ive 4 
all 
be 
pe. 
He 
en 
e 
is 
a 
nd | 
a 
he 
e- 
ich 
ew 
ut 
us 
of 
ity 
nd 
ils | 
rd 
ur 
OG 
i 
d- 
us 
le, 
g 
ill 
ut 4 


